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Cultural and Library Auslan Programming

» Auslan interpreted adult events — author
talks, Late Night Library, webinars

» Auslan focussed events — Auslan Poetry
Slam

« Extending to children’s programming
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Children who are deaf or hard of hearing
Literacy needs

Limited research, English literacy levels vary greatly in children who are deaf
compared to hearing children.

1) Auslan is not a written language. Literacy develops when children see the
language they speak in print.

2) To make connections between spoken language and text you need to
know and use that language. If your first language is Auslan or you have
difficulty hearing and acquiring English then that will affect your developing
literacy.

3) 90% of deaf children are born to hearing parents who will not know
Auslan. Parents may be learning Auslan as they are teaching their deaf child —

to use it. Partial Auslan acquisition can make it hard to learn a new language 3
such as English. '
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Literacy strategies for Auslan Storytime

« Use a native or proficient Auslan signer who loves books.
« Have the deaf person at the centre of the story telling

« Use the deaf person to make the connections between Auslan and
English.
« Champion Auslan alongside English in 3 ways:

- Stage 1: strong face to face language skills
- Stage 2. linking face to face communication to text
- Stage 3. written stories.
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2017 International Day of People with a
Disability

6 Presentation Name

Day/Month/Year

Initial format — Kate signing while library
staff member reads

Divided audience

Surry Hills, weekday slot
Evolving format
Saturday afternoon slot

Attracting families with children who are
deaf, children who are non verbal,
children who are hearing
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Literacy strategies for Auslan Storytime

Customised strategies:
- Print motivation: linking the words in the story to Auslan signs
- Vocabulary: linking featured English words with Auslan signs
- Print awareness: the story develops as the words move through the book

- Narrative skills: encouraging interactive discussion as story unfolds

Book selection
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Movmg online - June 2020
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Moving online - June 2020
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AUSLAN PRESENTER GARETH

Little Nic's Big Day

This episode features Little Nic's Big Day by

Nic Naitanui, illustrated by Fatima Anaya and
published by Albert Street Books.
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Auslan and English Storytime online

City of Sydney Library:
Auslan and English storytime
online

Storytime is a fun session of storytelling for pre-
schoolers. These videos presented by City of
Sydney in partnership with the Deaf Society are
suitable for deaf and hearing children. New videos
are added regularly below.

Benefits of online “Auslan in the Home’
regional

56 videos

Over 20,000 views

On our What’s On platform

City of Sydney YouTube channel

1 x program coordinator manages
production and publishing of videos

Mirroring ftf frequency — 1 new video
uploaded weekly during school term

Keeping online element to run alongside ftf
return in 2022

CITY OF SYDNEY ©



Ye e Nave
thank you
519ned bv a [‘aeuf verso'\

=TI WE S0
th I S | S. Wg

are in aweth

beautiful . el Auslan Sontim oa\tfe”]t
h k 6131 I S I S S CO 0 \us 15 50 (_OO|.
avyesomey

Lookinp forvar :rousngtrem rirry classroom as @ have deaf student Ove It

ve use these in our class! it t's fabull We.UE, these m OUE glass o\ rein
cawvonderful AUs lan st oryt tifes:..

i g'f:tﬂ\’n children can enjoy them fram anywhere in sustrala, (o ) ~. q 05 bnl a| a Apalaud nu contraution to the hearing impaired

\pye the lesson at the beginning ¥
iy " this IS awesomefjwhat a Q""Jt idea! love it we are in r\'V ol ‘ N the: M. S dm. "y ®yonderful Auslan storytimes
thankyo ve ¥ °” | a | l e s-; I I I I l ‘\\N‘aoreat Igea!
signed by a Deaf persen l

autl‘ul
oh it's Danm' she did fanta suc sessions during the vibe | esuval this year! "“""“’ e ‘“" 3SR
Fan 52 u.wonderm Auslan stowt :

im0 We are in awe ) t 1ank you awesom C “L;’?k;i
S I :\wcc’; rilt arnd... love 'lp e rS O n
this # Pt S “\W\?tagreat idea! “” ' signed by a Deaf person
rillia W”‘"b”ulant 'd H|s IS awesomeObeaUtlfUlmgqogo. hls?;awcaom[:o] ]
e-use-these-l n our cla

it is great that children can enjoy them from anywhere in Australlés g
|t S fa bU l.OUS “thank you for the bilingual storie$ Y6u have in English. and Auslan,

200 £ Lpssan 3t t7o beg n'\'c umema\‘gn:.

o o e a bl Eoply Ea e applaud yourcontnbutlon to the hearlng lmpalgedu
wepnave-are 11 aWelove it
awesomeV V T« Sy I 1 B
Looklng forward to using them iff iy classi QQ
|ts fabulous what ‘a great ideall brilliant idea..

this is so cool "the best Ausian storytime|
3\53 %5 me brilliant idea_ s fabulous

kg o wadt

awesome
we are in awe

e best Ausian storytime

.:..

: 3
S’oA

ned | our corel

s | have "deaf student

g Lhis is sO cool
it's fabulets. =

lt) .e%bLlous

! CITY OF SYDNEY ©

o

¢

*’.

g A0 L
At i






